A Summary of Park Regulations and Ordinances
Park Hours
City and County Parks are closed from 11 PM to 6 AM. Persons renting shelters are permitted in the parks until midnight. Persons transporting watercraft to and from designated boat landings are permitted at any hour.
Vehicle Traffic

Speed Limit

No person shall operate a vehicle at a speed in excess of 15 miles an hour or contrary to any official traffic signs or authorized temporary traffic postings in a city or county park.

Operation Limits

Vehicles can only be driven or operated in/on areas designated for their use. Motorized, wheeled vehicles and motorcycles are only authorized on park roads. Walking trials are restricted to pedestrian traffic and authorized maintenance vehicles, Snowmobile trails are only for snowmobile use.  Snowmobile trail use is restricted to open trails only. Trails may be closed periodically, due to unsafe conditions.
Noise/Disturbance Limits
No person shall operate a vehicle, motorcycle, snowmobile, ATV or mini bike under circumstances which tend to cause or provoke a disturbance or annoy one or more persons. This includes spinning wheels, squealing tires, sounding horns, playing music, revving engines, or raising one or more wheels off of the ground.

Parking
No obstructing roadways or parking areas with a vehicle. No parking in “No Parking” zones or in areas designated for specific handicapped or maintenance vehicles. Vehicle can not be unattended or abandoned in a park for more than 48 hours, without authorization from the park office. Abandoned vehicles can be towed at the owner’s expense.
Animals
Restricted Use Areas
Dogs are not allowed in designated picnic areas, public buildings, bathing beaches, or playgrounds, Except for specially trained leader or therapy dogs. All pets must be leashed with a six foot leash unless they can demonstrate immediate, appropriate response to voice control commands. Unleashed animals must have no unwelcome contact with other animals or humans in the park.

Animal Feces 
People with animals in the park are responsible for the immediate and sanitary disposal of any feces left or deposited by the animal. People with animals must have an appropriate means and necessary supplies to dispose of feces with them in the park.

Hunting/Trapping/Firearms/Fireworks/Rockets/Missiles
No hunting, trapping, catching, chasing, killing or feeding wild animals in the park. Nuisance animals can be trapped with the written consent of the Park Commission or Park and Rec. Committee. No person, except a law enforcement officer, may discharge (fire) a firearm, air or spring loaded rifle, paintball weapon in the City Parks. Target practice for appropriate firearms in permitted during designated hours 
of operation in Duane Corbin Shooting Range County Park. Any firearm in private possession must be unloaded and in a carrying case while in the park.
Fires/Cooking/Camping
Fires are not permitted in the parks except in designated areas and then only for cooking purposes. Camping is restricted to designated campgrounds.

Personal Conduct/Property Destruction

Noise/Litter/Dumping
No person shall engage in violent, abusive, indecent, or otherwise disorderly conduct that tends to cause or provoke a disturbance in the park. No person shall make loud noises that disturb or provoke other users in the park. No one shall operate loud speakers or amplifiers without written permission of the park Commission or its authorized agent. Park users are required to dispose of their litter in the appropriate containers. No person shall deposit or leave any residential or commercial waste material in any waste receptacle or any other area of a park.
Swimming/Diving/Golf/Roller Skates, Skateboards/Scooters/Archery
No jumping or diving from or using park bridges to access any body of water. No swimming or wading in boat-launch areas unless it is related to launching or retrieving watercraft. No person shall play or practice golf in any park. No person shall operate ride or skate in-line or roller skates, skate boards, or scooters in any park except in areas specifically designated for their use. Archery is only permitted in designated areas of Duane Corbin Shooting Range Park.

Damage to Park Plants/Trees, Facilities or Property
No person or animal under a person’s control shall break, mutilate, cut, destroy or injure any tree, shrub, plants or turf area in a park. Persons are not permitted to fasten materials in any manner to park trees without the written permission of the City or County Forester.
Sales/Postings/Public Speaking/Performances
Sales

No person shall conduct sell, swap, or trade goods or services in parks except when authorized by the Park Commission and when holding proper licenses.
Postings
No person shall post bills or advertisements in any park without written permission from the Park Commission.

Performances

No person shall give or take part in any exhibition or entertainment or hold any public meeting or engage in public speaking in any park without written consent of the Park Commission or Park and Rec. Committee.

NOTE:

This is only a summary of the most pertinent ordinances related to the city and county parks.  For a complete list of city and county parks and county forests ordinances, contact the Wausau and Marathon County Park Office 715 261-1550.
Inventory and Inspection Forms

Inventory forms are distributed once a season so that participants become familiar with the facilities, equipment and amenities in the park or portion of park that they adopt.

Inspection forms are made available for participants to use as a guide each time the visit their site.  If no problems are found, no report needs to be made. Participants can keep the blank form for their next visit.  Inspection forms can also be completed on-line through the department’s web page at www.co.marathon.wi.us/parks.asp
When a group or individual adopt a park, they receive a welcome packet that includes these forms. (parts of complete forms below)
ADOPT-A-PARK

ANNUAL INVENTORY
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PARK NAME 




DATE ____________________
GROUP OR ORGANIZATION 

INSPECTED BY ____________________________________________________________
Grounds



OK

Comments


Signs


___

____________________________


Grass/Turf/Sport Fields
___

____________________________


Garbage Dumpsters
___

____________________________


Shelter 


___

____________________________


Play Equipment

___

____________________________


Picnic Tables/benches
___

____________________________
Etc…
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ADOPT-A-PARK INSPECTION REPORT
INSPECT FOR DAMAGE, DEFACEMENT, LOSS:
List all items of park property, natural or manmade, which have been broken, stolen, or defaced.  Check the following areas:

Area

OK
Damage
Description
Building/Shelter
____
____
_____________________________________________

Playground
____
____
_____________________________________________

Picnic Area
____
____
_____________________________________________

Trees & Turf
____
____
_____________________________________________

Sports Field
____
____
_____________________________________________

Garbage Dumpster
____
____
_____________________________________________
Etc…
Adopt-A-Park

Who can adopt a park?

Any community, civic, service, club or organization, any neighborhood group, school, business, family or adult individual can participate in this program. Minors must have adult permission and supervision to Adopt-A-Park.

What does it mean to “adopt” a park?

If you adopt a city or county park or specific area within a large park, you agree to visit that site at least once every two weeks from May 1st to October 31st each year. Many participants in this program visit their site weekly or even daily as their schedules and interests permit.

While in the park you will look for any weather-related damage, vandalism, or maintenance problems, or any activities or evidence of activities that seem out of the ordinary for that site. Inspection forms are available to help you conduct each walk through.  
Problems should be reported immediately. You can do so by telephone, e-mail, or by stopping in at the Park Office at 212 River Drive, Wausau.

What parks are available for adoption?

All city and many county parks are available for adoption.  Specific area or trails within parks are also available as well as Wausau’s River Edge Trail, and the Marathon County segment of the Mountain Bay State Park Trail.

When can parks be adopted?

Parks can be adopted any time throughout the year. Parks are open May 1 to October 31, but many participants in this volunteer program visit their sites as often as weather permits.  

Why is this program important?

Everyone involved in this program helps to preserve and protect our wonderful city and county parks and trails.
Contact Information Call the Park Office at 261-1550 or e-mail the Recreation Superintendent at kjpowers@mail.co.marathon.wi.us
Notes:
Adopt-A-Park

 A Volunteer Park Visitation & Observation Program

Brought to you by…
Wausau and Marathon Co. Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Dept.

212 River Drive, Suite #2

Wausau, WI 54403-5476

715 261-1550

FAX 715 261-1565

TDD 715 261-1453

www.co.marathon,wi,us/parks.asp
